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Director’s News

What’s Happening Centre Information

Visit us at www.bhchildcare.com.au

Aussie Kids Mermaid Waters
4 Rope Court Mermaid Waters QLD 4218

Phone: 07 5578 6444
Email aussiekids@bhchildcare.com.au
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Community EventsFocus of the Month

National Quality Framework UpdatesPolicy Reviews


	Directors News: Wow it's already February. I would firstly like to welcome back all of our existing families and  extend the welcome to all of our new families this year at Aussie Kids. 
We are well into the start of 2018 and what a busy year ahead we have planned. Keep an eye out for our Monthly Calender that lists activities based on the children's interests. 
Just a few reminders:
1. Please ensure that you sign your child/children in each morning and out each afternoon. Holidays, Sick and Absent days are also to be signed for. Failure to do this may result in your child's CCB being cancelled. The sign in and out folders are located on the desk in the foyer.
2. Ensure that all of your child's belongings are clearly named. This makes it easier for staff to ensure that belongings return safely home.
3. Two weeks notice is required for holidays. Please ensure that you notify the office of any up coming holidays that you may be planning. The holiday notification folder is located on the bookshelf in the hallway.
4. Medication/creams need to be labeled by the chemist with child's name, date of birth, dosage and administration instructions. Failure to do so will result in you being contacted to administer the medication/cream yourself.
5. Accounts are required to be up to date at all times. Failure to do so could result in your child's days being suspended or cancelled.
Please feel free to browse through our folders in the hallway area as there is some very useful information: Centre Policy Folder, Staying Healthy in Childcare Booklet, Committee Meeting Folder, Immunisation Information, Healthy Eating and Snack ideas and much more.
Until next month,
Miss Michelle xx
	What's Happening: We have a very busy month ahead. Please take the time to look over our monthly calender of events which is included in this newsletter to see what we have planned for this month. If there is anything that you would like to share with us please come and see me in the office or talk to one of your child's Educators. Here at Aussie Kids we value your time and input.
Some suggestions would be:

* Cooking experience
* Story time
* Gardening time
* Share another language
* Share your culture
* Play time 



Thank you :-)
	Centre Information: Please keep in mind that your accounts are printed or emailed every Monday morning and are placed in your child's room pocket out by the entrance gate. If you would prefer to receive these via email please see me in the office. Keep an eye on this area as this is also where very important information and notes are placed for you to collect.

2018 Educators:
Pre School: Miss Casey & Miss Carrie
Senior Kindy: Miss Cassandra (M,T,W), Miss Krystal (Th,F) & Miss Taylah
Junior Kindy: Miss Sou, Miss Misaki & Miss Shanae
Toddlers: Miss Katie, Miss Melissa (M,T,W) & Miss Melinda (Th, F)
Babies: Miss Tegan & Miss Julianne
Please take the time to get to know our wonderful Educators.
	Month: FEBRUARY
	1 Heading: BABIES
	Top Text: Hello to all the families at Aussie Kids and a big welcome to all the new families that have joined us in the babies room this year it is great to have you at the centre.  My name is Tegan, I will be the primary educator in the babies room along with Miss Julianne who will be the educator in the babies room. We are both looking forward to meeting and getting to know you all. For the first few weeks we will be getting to know each other and your babies routine as they are all individuals and all have different needs.  When you arrive in the babies room you will find lockers where you can find your child’s name and place their bag. If your child has any bottles and formula you will find containers next to the sink with signs on them allocating where you place the bottles and formula that has been pre measured. You will also find a container to place your child’s water bottle. Please bring a change of cloths for your child in their bag each day just in case and please bring any comforters that your child may like through out the day or at rest time. Educa is an app where you will find information and pictures about your child each day and any reminders the centre may have. This app isn’t compulsory but if you wish to know more please don’t hesitate to ask. Through out the room you will also find a place where we will be displaying family photos. Please feel free to bring in any family photos you wish to be displayed in the room. This allows the children to feel a sense of belonging and have something familiar from home. It is also great for us to see who is apart of your family and extended family. If you have any questions big or small please don’t hesitate to ask myself or Julianne. We look forward to a great year.

	2 Heading: TODDLERS
	Toddlers: Welcome to Toddlers! My name is Katie, I will be the Primary Educator in the Toddlers room along with Miss Melissa and Miss Melinda. We are all looking forward to meeting and getting to know you all, your families and your routines. February will be a busy month getting to know everyone and settling into our new routines. We will be sending out some ‘getting to know me’ and ‘family input’ forms so please keep an eye out in your child’s bag. We also ask if you could please bring or email through a family photo for us to place on our family tree, if you haven’t already.  If you are unfamiliar with our Educa program, please ask the staff. Educa is an app where you will find information and pictures about your child each day and any reminders the centre may have. This app isn’t compulsory but if you wish to know more please don’t hesitate to ask. Just a little reminder, when bringing in formula for your child, please ensure that it is either; pre-made, or water and formula pre-measured.  Please label all your child’s belongings. This includes any comforters, milk bottles, formula containers, water bottle and shoes. 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask myself, Miss Melissa or Miss Melinda. 
We look forward to a fantastic year.
 Until next month, Miss Katie, Miss Melissa & Miss Melinda 😊 


	3 Heading: JUNIOR KINDY
	Prekindy: Dear Families, We would like to welcome each and every one of you to our Junior Kindy Class of 2018.
It's been  lovely meeting and greeting our families,  and getting to know you.  We have been so busy in our room getting signs and artwork on display.  It is important that you take the time to look at your children’s work and talk to them about what was happening that day. As most of you would know, we have an excellent program called, ‘EDUCA’.  Here you will find what we get up too throughout the day. (Day Journal). Also monthly individual and group observations will be placed in your children’s portfolio.   
Happy Birthday goes out to August, Matthew wishing you all the best and lots of pressies. We would also like to celebrate Keani who turned 2 in January hip hip hooray! This month the children have been busy getting to know their new environment and new faces. We are in our third week already and some of them have mastered the toileting, responsibilities as they put their own belongings away and developing new friendships. We have made cubby houses out of boxes and sheets, built buildings with blocks, read books with our class mates and teachers, learnt to relax during yoga sessions and make play dough as we foster our maths and language skills. We have also organised a cooking day making sugar cookies and fancy dress. These activities have grown from our children’s interest whether it be at Kindy or something the child has done outside of Kindy. As the days are very hot, sunscreen needs to be applied before arriving to Kindy otherwise sunscreen is available at the entrance. If you have any enquires please see Miss Sou, Miss Misaki, Miss Shanae. Have a wonderful February 

	4 Heading: SENIOR KINDY
	4 Text: We would like to welcome you to Senior Kindy we are looking forward to a wonderful fun filled year ahead. A big welcome to Thomas, Lucy, Amber and Arrabella we can’t wait to meet you and your family and begin your year here at Aussie Kids. Your Primary Educators are Miss Cassandra (Mon, Tue and Wed) Miss Krystal (Thur, Fri). Educators Monday to Friday are Miss Taylah and Miss Jessica. 
Some reminders for Senior Kindy please make sure you pack a labelled drink bottle everyday, spare clothes for any accidents. Please apply sunscreen prior to your child's arrival we will reapply in the afternoon. Birthdays are a special time here at kindy if you would like to bring in a cake or cupcakes to celebrate you are more than welcome to. Senior Kindy has no nappy changing facilities so our room is nappy and pull up free please make sure your child is wearing undies and suitable clothing for them to dress and undress themselves.Don’t forget to make sure you are signed up to Educa this is the program we use for our daily program and photos to keep you posted on what we get up to everyday and is also used for Messages from Miss Michelle. You will find our note pockets located in the foyer by the preschool room your child will have a labelled pocket please check this weekly. A Big Happy 3rd Birthday to Nixon and Leo we hope you have a very special Birthday. Please feel free to leave any messages in our diary this is checked every morning and is a  great way to communicate in case you miss us. We will be starting our family tree and would love a photo of your family if you could please bring in a family photo we would love to include this in our room. Miss Cassandra, Miss Krystal, Miss Taylah and Miss Jess xxxx

	5 Heading: PRE SCHOOL
	5 Text: February already, the year is already moving so quickly. Miss Casey and Miss Carrie look forward to getting to know the children, and building relationships with each one. This coincides with our focus for this month; ‘Getting to know each other’. This month we will focus on activities that will help us get to know one another, and encourage the children to feel a sense of belonging within their new learning environment. An integral part of this, is to focus on families! We would like to ask all families to bring in a family picture to add to our class family tree. This will be used as a discussion point for the children to tell their peers about their families and their home lives. We also will be focusing on the individual identities on the children, and talking about what makes them so unique. It is great for the children to compare and contrast themselves and their families, with others. Another focus for this month is establishing routines and expectations. These will differ slightly from Senior Kindy as the children have gotten a little bit older and moved to the next room. The expectations are higher when it comes to responsibility, independence, manners and concentration. Preschool is a room to prepare the children for formal schooling. This means the program follows a more structured approach, whilst still adopting aspects of spontaneity based around children’s interests and ideas. Please ensure your child has a drink bottle with their name clearly marked! 
Miss Casey and Miss Carrie 


	6 Heading: WHAT'S HAPPENING
	6 Text: This month all the Educators will be focusing on getting to know each individual child and their family. If you could please bring along a family photo for us to display on our family tree that would be fantastic. Also if there was anything at anytime you would like to share with us pleas feel free to do so. We love to learn new and exciting things. Don't forget to check out our monthly calendar of events also. Educa is up and running so please if you are not already linked to your child and seeing the daily learning please see Miss Michelle in the office :-)
	Policies: 
Please take the time to review our monthly Policies. I have also attached a Policy Review Form for you to complete. Your input is greatly appreciated and this is a important process of our Quality Improvement Plan. Each month our Policies are displayed in the foyer and the Policy Folder is also located in the foyer on the book shelf.

Aids & HIV
Allergy
Animals in the Service
Asthma & Anaphylaxis Management
Bathing
Bullying
Bus Transportation & Child Restraints
Child Protection Risk Management Strategy
Health and Safety
Clothing and Comfort
Courtesy Bus Service
Dental Health
Exclusion
First Aid
Food Handling and Safety




	Community: Sand Safari 2/2-25/2/18
Surfers Paradise
www.surfersparadise.com

We're Going On A Bear Hunt 16/2/18
Gold Coast Arts Centre
www.theartscentregc.com.au

Burleigh Markets
Where: Justins Park, The Esplanade, Burleigh Heads
When: Last Sunday of the month
Time: 8am-2pm
Contact: Art and Craft on the Coast
Telephone: 0402 448 139
Email: info@artandcraft.com.au 
Website: www.artandcraft.com.au 

Marketta Street Food (Miami)

Where: Rabbit + Cocoon, 23 Hillcrest Parade, Miami
When: Every Friday and Saturday night
Time: Friday 5pm-10pm; Saturday 4pm-10pm
Contact: Emma Milikins
Telephone: 0488 590 599
Email: miamimarketta@gmail.com 
Website: www.miamimarketta.com 




	Accreditation: Please feel free to speak to myself or one of our wonderful Educators about the National Quality Framework.
We also have lots of literature available for you to read which is located in our foyer.
Each month we also review a Quality Area (7 in total) and the elements that fall in line with that particular Quality Area.

Quality Area 2 – Children’s Health and Safety

Standard 2.1 – Health

Standard 2.2 – Safety


I have also attached a information sheet in regards to the NQF and Standards. If you have any questions please feel free to talk with Miss Michelle in the office anytime.
We also have our Quality Area Display and information in our foyer so please take the time to rate or comment on what you feel we do in relation to Quality Area 2 for this month.
	Focus: This month we will focus on Quality Area 2

Children's Health and Safety

We value your input so please share with us what your thoughts are on how we provide a Safe and Healthy environment for your child/children or what we could do to improve on this. I have set up a National Quality Area in our hallway where you can leave your feedback or you can rate a quick yes or no by placing a rock in the container relating to yes we do provide a Safe and Healthy environment or no we do not provide a Safe and Healthy environment. We use this valuable feedback to reflect on what we can do to improve and better our service that we offer to you.

Please take the time to look over Quality Area 2 and all of the others at:
www.acecqa.gov.au



