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Director’s News

What’s Happening Centre Information

Visit us at www.bhchildcare.com.au

Aussie Kids Mermaid Waters
4 Rope Court Mermaid Waters QLD 4218

Phone: 07 5578 6444
Email aussiekids@bhchildcare.com.au
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Community EventsFocus of the Month

National Quality Framework UpdatesPolicy Reviews


	Directors News: Wow it's March and Autumn is upon us already. With the hot weather still here please remember to send your child with a water bottle and ensure that clothing covers shoulders/back etc (no singlets). Also if your child is not feeling well please keep them at home as a failure to do this puts other children and staff at risk of infection. The Staying Healthy In Childcare book is also located on the bookshelf in the foyer and we will always display a notice to notify families of any illness or outbreaks we have at the centre. Your child's information pockets are located out by your child's room so please check this on a regular basis as this is where important information is left for you. Just a reminder that at all times you must sign your child in and out and let a staff member know that you have arrived with your child or collected them in the afternoon. The sign in documents are a legal document and you must be over 18 years of age to sign in/out and drop off or collect a child. This month we will be very busy at Aussie Kids. We also have lots of fun things planned so make sure you check out or monthly calendar of events which is included with this newsletter. We would like to  take this opportunity to remind you that you must give 2 weeks notice if you are planning to go on holidays. The Holiday Notification Folder is located on the bookshelf in the foyer. Again I must emphasis that your account needs to be PAID IN FULL by 9am each Friday. Failure to do this will result in your child's days being suspended or canceled. If you are having difficulties with your account please make a time to speak with me and I can discuss your options with you. We do have a wait list at the centre and current families  are also waiting for extra days so it is imperative that your account is up to date. 
Until next month, Miss Michelle 
	What's Happening: We have a very busy month ahead. Please take the time to look over our monthly calender of events which is included in this newsletter to see what we have planned for this month. If there is anything that you would like to share with us please come and see me in the office or talk to one of your child's Educators. Here at Aussie Kids we value your time and input.
Some suggestions would be:

* Cooking experience
* Story time
* Gardening time
* Share another language
* Share your culture
* Play time 



Thank you :-)
	Centre Information: Please keep in mind that your accounts are printed every Monday morning and are placed in your child's room pocket out by the entrance gate. If you would prefer to receive these via email please see me in the office. Keep an eye on this area as this is also where very important information and notes are placed for you to collect.
Operating Hours:
Monday - Friday 6:30am-6:30pm
A charge of $1 per minute will be charged if you arrive after closing time to collect your child.
2016 Educators:
Pre School: Miss Jaimee & Miss Eden
Senior Kindy: Miss Sou & Miss Casey
Junior Kindy: Miss Tegan, Miss Ros & Miss Elise
Toddlers: Miss Carmel &Miss Misaki
Babies: Miss Rebekah & Miss Julianne
Please take the time to get to know our wonderful Educators.
	Month: MARCH 
	1 Heading: BABIES
	Top Text: Hello to all the Babies parents & caregivers. We are having a great start to 2016. Each baby is settling in well. Parent communication has been fantastic and we are finding the use of our communication books this year to be working really well. Miss Bek and Miss Julianne will continue to try and write in them daily. Please sign if you have read and feel free to write down anything you and your family have been up to at home or how your child’s routine is this week. We would like to wish Byron and Harry a ‘BIG HAPPY BIRTHDAY’, who are turning ‘ONE’ this month. This month we are still focusing on getting to know you and your family. We would like all families to bring in a family photo, for our ‘Babies Family Tree’.  The Family tree is located beside the curriculum wall. Just a few reminders; please name all of your child’s belongings that come into kindy and all formula bottles need to be measured as we are not allowed to measure out formula under our policy. Please feel free to speak with Miss Bek or Miss Julianne if you have any questions. 
Until next month, Miss Bek and Miss Julianne xx
	2 Heading: TODDLERS
	Toddlers: Hello and welcome to the Toddlers room. The children have settled in so well and Miss Misaki and I have such a special bond with your children already. We would like to give a big welcome to Sierra, Noah and Sage who have started recently in our toddler class. They have both settled in so well. Congratulations to Keira’s parents on the safe arrival of their 2nd beautiful daughter Brooke. Keira has been a fantastic big sister and talks about her a lot with us. The class showed lots of curiosity when they saw Brooke for the first time. Brooke shares Miss Carmel’s birthday ☺ This month we will continue to focus on the children’s interests. The children have had a big interest in trucks, cars and tractors so last month and we extended on this by planning a transport week on our February calendar of events. The children loved this! Miss Misaki made buses and cars out of cardboard boxes for the children to explore. The children created their own truck using glue, paint and bottle lids as wheels. It is great to see more independence developing in the room. Happy 2nd Birthday to Kingwell, Rosie, Keira and Louie for this month. We hope you have a very special day!  Thank you to the parents who have already brought in a family photo for our family tree. If you haven’t already could you please bring one in. We look forward to another fun and busy month!                                                                                                                                         
Miss Carmel and Miss Misaki
	3 Heading: JUNIOR KINDY
	Prekindy: Hello to all the families in Junior Kindy. Last month we spent time getting to know each other and it has been great. Thank you to all the families that brought back their “Special things about me” form. I have loved reading them all. We also focused on healthy eating the children have been great identifying their fruits and vegetables. The children have also been great at eating their healthy food at morning tea time. During this month we will be focusing on our numbers and shapes with different activities focusing on recognition. We will also be focusing on being more independent such as putting our own belongings away, keeping our lockers tidy and being responsible for our drink bottles. This will help your child with their confidence and give them a sense of achievement.  Happy Birthday to Ashton who will be turning 3 this month. Just a few friendly reminders: Please ensure that your child keeps their toys at home as this stops any conflict between the children or loss of toy. The children have been doing great at keeping them at home. Please ensure that all your child’s belongings are labelled so they return home safely, and lastly please bring in a family photo so we can display it on our family tree. This helps your child feel a sense of belonging. 
Please see either of us if you have any questions or concerns throughout the year. 
Thank you, until next month.
Miss Tegan, Miss Ros & Miss Elise.

	4 Heading: SENIOR KINDY
	4 Text: During this month it’s been very hot so we have taken this time to educate the children to make sure sunscreen and protective clothing is worn.  It is our duty to make sure sunscreen is applied daily and we also ask families to apply sun cream before your child arrives to kindy.  We have been very happy with the way the children have settled into the senior kindy room. A big HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Nixon wishing you lots of love. We have noticed that the children need support in recognising their own name.  So we are taking this opportunity to use flashcards with each child’s name on their beds and activity games during transition time and ensuring that each child’s name is visible within our room. We are also adding number recognition; learning about numbers is senior kindy's first step towards becoming a budding young mathematician. In senior kindy we learn about maths through counting, number recognition, and one-to-one correspondence. Counting socks, toy cars, or other toys will maintain their attention and have more meaning for them. As we play the children are learning so we follow their interests and create environments that encourage creativity as exploration needs time to blossom but with age appropriate techniques. Just a few friendly reminders don’t forget to bring a photo for our family tree, a clean water bottle each day, spare set of clothing and several undies if still toileting. If you have any queries please come and see myself Miss Sou or Miss Casey at anytime.
Until next month, Ciao xx

	5 Heading: PRE SCHOOL
	5 Text: Hello to all of our preschool families and caregivers.
During the month of February Miss Jaimee went to New Zealand for a wedding. This sparked an interest with the children so Mr Shannon showed preschool his wedding photos. This lead to us creating a display in our room for any families that would like to bring in their wedding photos. 
Whilst Mr Shannon was in our room he also noticed that some of the preschool children needed to extend on their learning about shapes. The children are now becoming very confident with their shape recognition. You will have noticed that we have lots of shapes scattered around our floor area to help with the shape recognition. We use these during our group times to extend on the children's knowledge.
During the month pf March we will be focusing on our 5 senses: feel, touch, taste, smell, see and watch out for what is yet to come! 
A very Happy Birthday to Miss Jaimee, Aiden and Ethan for this month! 
Reminder – Healthy Lunches! One fruit a day with a balanced lunch – this may include, carrot sticks, sandwiches, yogurt etc.  Please remember to return your child's order form for the Pre School T-Shirt if you want to order one. This is a great way for the children to learn about wearing uniforms for when they go to school. 
Thank you and until next month, Miss Jaimee, Miss Eden & Miss Jasmin 


	6 Heading: GENERAL INFO
	6 Text: CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
Aussie Kids At Mermaid Waters 

PRE SCHOOL
Do you hold a current Health Care Card? If so please bring it in to the office as you maybe eligible for low cost or no cost childcare fees. Eligibility requirements to be met.

Pre School please remember to bring back your order form for our Pre School T-Shirts as orders need to be placed by the middle of March.

Your TRASH is our TREASURE so if you have anything around at home that you don't use anymore then more than likely we will be able to recreate it......

Please ensure your child has a water bottle each day and your child's items are clearly labelled.




	Policies: Please take the time to review our monthly Policies. I have also attached a Policy Review Form for you to complete. Your input is greatly appreciated and this is a important process of our Quality Improvement Plan. Each month our Policies are displayed in the foyer and the Policy Folder is also located in the foyer on the book shelf.

Bathroom & Toilet Cleaning
Bomb Threat
Building & Equipment Safety & Maintenance
Caring for the Environment
Child Safe Environment
Cleaning and Laundering
Emergency Evacuation & Lockdown
Extreme Temperature
Hazard Identification

If you have any questions at anytime please see me in the office or one of the many Educators who will be able to assist you. 



	Community: Community Events

March 4th The Bleach Festival
www.bleachfestival.com.au 

March 10th-21st Quicksilver Pro & Roxy Pro
Snapper Rocks Gold Coast

Burleigh Farmers Markets
Every Saturday 7am-12pm

Ben & Jerry's Sunday Session
Broadbeach Parklands 


Please take one of the local magazines that we have delivered to our centre for our families. These are filled with lots of different tips, suggestions, recipies, ideas and calender of local events.





	Accreditation: Please feel free to speak to myself or one of our wonderful Educators about the National Quality Framework.
We also have lots of literature available for you to read which is located in our foyer.
Each month we also review a Quality Area (7 in total) and the elements that fall in line with that particular Quality Area.

Quality Area 3 – Physical Environment

Standard 3.1: The design and location of the premises is appropriate for the operation of a service.

Standard 3.2: The environment is inclusive, promotes competence, independence exploration and learning through play.

Standard 3.3: The service takes an active role in caring for its environment and contributes to a sustainable future.

I have also attached a short question table and an information sheet in regards to the NQF and Standards. If you could return ASAP that would be greatly appreciated.

	Focus: Through lots of discussions last month about healthy lunch boxes and what is the right food to eat within all rooms I thought it would be a good idea to focus on Healthy Eating.

We are encouraging the children to develop healthy attitudes towards health and nutrition through displays, discussions and routines.
  
We are consistently teaching the children about food, drinks and activities that are good for healthy teeth and bodies.
 
The World Health Organization recommends that we all eat 2 serves of fruit and 5 serves of vegetables each day.  

This is especially important in early childhood as their bodies and minds are growing rapidly.

Please feel free to talk to myself or your child's Educator if you require any information in regards to Nutrition. We also have lots of information in the foyer such as flyers, a nutrition folder which has lots of information and our Food and Nutrition display located within the foyer.
Here's to health and happiness :-)



