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Director’s News

What’s Happening Centre Information

Visit us at www.bhchildcare.com.au

Aussie Kids Mermaid Waters
4 Rope Court Mermaid Waters QLD 4218

Phone: 07 5578 6444
Email aussiekids@bhchildcare.com.au
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Community EventsFocus of the Month

National Quality Framework UpdatesPolicy Reviews


	Directors News: Wow it's March and Autumn is upon us already. With the hot weather still here please remember to send your child with a water bottle and ensure that clothing covers shoulders/back etc (no singlets). Also if your child is not feeling well please keep them at home as a failure to do this puts other children and staff at risk of infection. The Staying Healthy In Childcare book is also located on the bookshelf in the foyer and we will always display a notice to notify families of any illness or outbreaks we have at the centre. Your child's information pockets are located in the main foyer so please check this on a regular basis as this is where important information is left for you. Just a reminder that at all times you must sign your child in and out and let a staff member know that you have arrived with your child or collected them in the afternoon. The sign in documents are a legal document and you must be over 16 years of age to sign in/out and drop off or collect a child. This month we will be very busy at Aussie Kids. We also have lots of fun things planned so make sure you check out or monthly calendar of events which is included with this newsletter. This month is Class Photo month so please return your child's envelope with money on the day or prior to. If you have not received this yet please see your child's teacher as they have these to be handed out. We would like to  take this opportunity to remind you that you must give 2 weeks notice if you are planning to go on holidays or change any booking. The Holiday Notification Folder is located on the hall stand in the foyer. Again I must emphasis that your account needs to be PAID IN FULL by 9am each Friday. Failure to do this will result in your child's days being suspended or canceled. If you are having difficulties with your account please make a time to speak with me and I can discuss your options with you. We do have a wait list at the centre and current families  are also waiting for extra days so it is imperative that your account is up to date. 
Until next month, Miss Michelle 
	What's Happening: We have a very busy month ahead. Please take the time to look over our monthly calender of events which is included in this newsletter to see what we have planned for this month. If there is anything that you would like to share with us please come and see me in the office or talk to one of your child's Educators. Here at Aussie Kids we value your time and input.
Some suggestions would be:

* Cooking experience
* Story time
* Gardening time
* Share another language
* Share your culture
* Play time 

	Centre Information: Please keep in mind that your accounts are printed every Monday morning and are placed in your child's room pocket in the main foyer. If you would prefer to receive these via email please see Miss Michelle in the office. Keep an eye on this area as this is also where very important information and notes are placed for you to collect. 
Operating Hours: Monday - Friday 6:30am-6:30pm
A charge of $1 per minute will be charged if you arrive after closing time to collect your child.
2018 Educators:
Pre School: Miss Casey & Miss Carrie
Senior Kindy: Miss Cassandra, Miss Krystal, Miss Taylah
Junior Kindy: Miss Sou, Miss Misaki & Miss Shanae
Toddlers: Miss Katie, Miss Melissa, Miss Melinda
Babies: Miss Tegan & Miss Julianne
	Month: MARCH 2018
	1 Heading: BABIES
	Top Text: Hello to all the families in the babies room, I can not believe we are in March. These past few months have flown by. The children have settled in so nicely and it has been great meeting you all and getting to know you and your children. Lately we have been taking the time to getting to know the children, their routines and their interests. Miss Julianne and myself have been offering the children activities based on their interest and the children have been enjoying this. This month we will continue offering the children experiences based on their interests and there will also be intentional teaching activities. It will also be nice to learn about what you get up to on the weekends to extend more on your child’s interests so please let myself or Miss Julianne know. We would both love to hear about all the things you get up to. This will allow us to incorporate these events in our curriculum. Also if you have not accepted or are not able to view Educa as of yet please see Miss Michelle in the office or let us know so that we can ensure you are receiving all of our daily curriculum and centre notices.
Just a few friendly reminders:
Please bring in a family photo, this can include your family pet or extended family we would love to display this in our room on your family tree.
Also please make sure you label all your Child's belongings as this will keep them from getting lost. 
Birthdays! A big Happy Birthday to Zoe who will be turning 1.
Please don’t hesitate to ask myself or Miss Julianne any questions you may have.


	2 Heading: TODDLERS
	Toddlers: March already, wow this year is moving by so quickly. What a great start to the new year, we have really enjoyed getting to know your children and their routines.  As the year goes on we will continue to build trusting relationships with both our friends and the educators. We would like to wish Olive and Sonny a big Happy birthday this month! We hope you both have the best day and eat lots of cake! If you have a “All About Me” form, please fill it out as soon as possible. If you need a new one, please don’t hesitate to ask. Our family tree is looking great, however we are missing some of our families. Please could you email or bring in a photo to display in the room. We are loving the feedback on Educa lately. We love family input, so please feel free to comment on Educa or fill out the Family input form located near the diary. If you are unfamiliar with our Educa program, please ask the staff. Educa is where you will find information and pictures of about your child each day and any reminders the centre may have. Just a little reminder: when bringing in formula for your child, please ensure that it is either: pre-made, or water and formula pre-measured. Please also label all of your child’s belongings.  Due to shoes going missing from the yard, you will now find your child’s shoes either in their hat pocket (in the yard) or their bags (lockers inside). Please ensure that your child has a labelled drink bottle and it is brought into the yard each morning. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to ask myself, Miss Melissa or Miss Melinda. We look forward to a great month, 
Until next month, Miss Katie, Miss Melissa & Miss Melinda

	3 Heading: JUNIOR KINDY
	Prekindy: Dear Families,
We are finally starting to get our groove in Junior Kindy. Getting to know the children exploring their interest and extending on their skills. During the 6:30am to 9:30am and 3:00pm to 6:30pm a Curriculum Sheet is provided on the class roll for parents to view. This provides extra activities that the children have done throughout the day and something you can share with them. The children have become responsible when packing away after they eat and making sure they wash their hand properly after going toilet or having their nappies changed. We have been focusing a lot on being gentle with each other and learning to control our behaviour.  Some activities we introduce to encourage the children to calm down is yoga after our indoor activity time.  We have also started using the Listening Larry Chart and so far we can see a change during group time. A few of the children have shown interest on the toilets, if you would like we can start toilet training. Educators will have a chat with you and see what you think, but by all means there is no rush. Most of our children sit on the toilets just to get a feel of it. This month we will explore our Australian Culture.  It is a great opportunity to investigate the Aboriginal people and the land that we live on.  We will also introduce cultures that our families belong too.  We will plan fine motor, gross motor and language activities. Please if you have any information to share please come and see one of the educators. Until next month, Miss Sou, Miss Misaki & Miss Shanae xx

	4 Heading: SENIOR KINDY
	4 Text: Hello parents and caregivers, Welcome to March in Senior Kindy. We hope everyone has settled in and are enjoying Senior Kindy. We would love it if you could bring in a Family Photo for our Senior Kindy Family Tree, this forms a link between home and kindy and provides a sense of security and belonging for your child. We will be focusing on verbal communication and language this month. It would be great if you could extend on this at home by encouraging your child to verbalise their needs and wants and have conversations about different topics to expand their vocabulary eg. the weather, different coloured cars, whether things are tall or short, the environment etc. Also a big THANKYOU to those parents who have done Educa stories for your child, we love these! We incorporate these into our curriculum as family input. The children love sharing their stories, experiences and interests from home. If you haven’t already joined Educa please inform Miss Michelle of your email address and we will send you an invite and you can start receiving day journals, photos and observations that include your child. Just a reminder that we have a sunscreen station at the entrance to the centre and sunscreen available in the backyard should you need to apply it upon arrival as it has been quiet hot. Finally, wishing Harry and Byron a Happy 3rd Birthday for this month! We hope you both enjoy a very special day 
Until next month, Miss Cassandra, Miss Krystal and Miss Taylah xx

	5 Heading: PRESCHOOL
	5 Text: Hi Preschool Families, Welcome to March!! This month we are carrying on our investigation into cultures, countries and traditions. Towards the end of last month, we started focusing on Australia, and the world around us. For the first half of March, we will continue to explore this concept further by looking into different parts of the world, the different oceans and places/countries where the children’s family are from. This introduces the children to basic geography concepts, as well as encouraging them to make connections in the world around them. The second half of this month, we will focus on our bodies. This includes, healthy eating and healthy bodies, what is inside our body, what we need to stay healthy and how we can stay healthy. This extends on our meal time discussions, as we are really encouraging the children to TRY every food item that is served to them during Morning Tea, Lunch and Afternoon Tea. This will help them become familiar with these foods, and hopefully in time after trying many things, their eating and food repertoire will expand. Please make sure your child has a drink bottle! There have been many children without drink bottles, making it difficult for the children to constantly have access to water as they need to always be filling up their cups and the weather has been extremely hot. Please bring in a family photo if you haven’t already, and hang it on our family tree. 
Miss Casey will be on holidays from the 2nd of March until the 20th of March. Mr Shannon will be in the room during this time.
Until next month, Miss Casey and Miss Carrie

	6 Heading: GENERAL
	6 Text: CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE:                   CHECK OUT OUR INSTAGRAM PAGE:
Aussie Kids At Mermaid Waters                                aussiekidsatm

EDUCA:                                                                      EDUCA APPLICATION:
www.educa.com.au                                                    Educa Touch

PRE SCHOOL:
Do you hold a current Health Care Card? If so please bring it in to the office as you maybe eligible for low cost or no cost childcare fees. Eligibility requirements to be met.

Your TRASH is our TREASURE so if you have anything around at home that you don't use anymore then more than likely we will be able to recreate it......

Please ensure your child has a water bottle each day and your child's items are clearly labelled.

CENTRE PHOTO DAYS:
Tuesday 20th, Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd March, 2018. Times to be advised.
	Policies: Please take the time to review our monthly Policies. I have also attached a Policy Review Form for you to complete. Your input is greatly appreciated and this is a important process of our Quality Improvement Plan. Each month our Policies are displayed in the foyer and the Policy Folder is also located in the foyer on the book shelf.

Policies of the Month:

Bathroom & Toilet Cleaning
Bomb Threat
Building & Equipment Safety & Maintenance
Caring for the Environment
Child Safe Environment
Cleaning and Laundering
Emergency Evacuation &
Lockdown
Extreme Temperature
Hazard Identification


If you have any questions at anytime please see me in the office or one of the many Educators who will be able to assist you. 
	Community: UNDER THE STARS:
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
goldcoast.qld.gov.au

BLEACH FESTIVAL:
March 5
Palm Beach 4-9pm

Burleigh Markets
Justins Park, The Esplanade, Burleigh Heads
When: Last Sunday of the month
Time: 8am to 2pm
Contact: Art and Craft on the Coast
Telephone: 0402 448 139
Email: info@artandcraft.com.au 
Website: www.artandcraft.com.au

Marketta Street Food (Miami)

Where: Rabbit + Cocoon, 23 Hillcrest Parade, Miami
When: Every Friday and Saturday night
Time: Friday 5pm to 10pm; Saturday 4pm-10pm
Contact: Emma Milikins
Telephone: 0488 590 599
Email: miamimarketta@gmail.com 
Website: www.miamimarketta.com 



	Accreditation: QA3 Physical environment:
3.1 Design: The design of the facilities is appropriate for the operation of a service.
3.1.1 Fit For Purpose: Outdoor and indoor spaces, buildings, fixtures and fittings are suitable for their purpose, including supporting the access of every child.
3.1.2 Upkeep: Premises, furniture and equipment are safe, clean and well maintained.
3.2 Use: The service environment is inclusive, promotes competence and supports
exploration and play-based learning.
3.2.1 Inclusive Environment: Outdoor and indoor spaces are organised and adapted to support every child's participation and to engage every child in quality experiences in both built and natural environments.
3.2.2 Resources Support Play-Based
Learning: Resources, materials and equipment allow for multiple uses, are sufficient in
number, and enable every child to engage in play-based learning.
3.2.3 Environmentally Responsible: The service cares for the environment and supports children to become environmentally responsible.

	Focus: Through lots of discussions last month about healthy eating and what is the right food to eat within all rooms as the new year started I thought it would be a good idea to focus on Healthy Eating.
We are encouraging the children to develop healthy attitudes towards health and nutrition through displays, discussions, routines and nutritional meals that are offered each day at the centre.
We are consistently teaching the children about food, drinks and activities that are good for healthy teeth and bodies.
Older children, teens and adults should aim to have at least 2 serves of fruit and 5 serves of vegetables or legumes each day.
This is especially important in early childhood as their bodies and minds are growing rapidly.
Please feel free to talk to myself or your child's Educator if you require any information in regards to Nutrition. We also have lots of information in the foyer such as flyers, a nutrition folder which has lots of information and our Food and Nutrition display located within the foyer.

Here's to health and happiness :-)


